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WILD JUSTICE: THE MORAL LIVES OF ANIMALS.

By Marc Bekoff and Jessica Pierce. Chicago (Illinois):

University of Chicago Press. $26.00. xv + 188 p.;

ill.; index. ISBN: 978-0-226-04161-2. 2009.
This well-written book makes a compelling case for
what the authors term “wild justice,” the presence of
species-specific moral codes among a diversity of an-
imals. Designed to spawn a new field of inquiry into
animal behavior rather than chronicle the conclu-
sive findings of a mature field, this volume ties to-
gether a variety of studies and anecdotes to make the
case that animal morality should be taken seriously
and studied more extensively. Excellent treatment is
given to three key concepts: animals cooperate, ani-
mals are empathetic, and animals maintain a code of
justice. Although much of the content presented has
been chronicled by others, the authors manage to
sew previously disconnected and disparate concepts
into a more coherent whole. In addition to bringing
together diverse scientific observations, the book
also delves into the philosophical underpinnings of
various scientific fields, dissecting assumptions and
challenging widely held, but poorly supported, hy-
potheses about the cognitive and emotional limita-
tions of animals.

Wild Justice packs a lot of ideas and content into
relatively few pages, but manages to stay accessible;
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any reader with moderate scientific literacy will be
able to follow the well-crafted flow of the argu-
ment. For readers who want to explore more, very
comprehensive notes and reference sections pro-
vide a valuable bibliographic map that allows the
text to remain unencumbered by clunky inline
citation or footnoting. Bekoft is a seasoned etholo-
gist whose work explores the role of play in animal
sociality, while Pierce is a broad-thinking philoso-
pher grounded in bioethics. Their collaboration
has produced a valuable and provocative volume
with the potential to promote a deeper under-
standing of animal morality, including the moral-
ity of our own species.

CHRISTOPHER X. JON JENSEN, Mathematics & Sci-

ence, Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, New York
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