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Theory /the « o - ry/
A formulated hypothesis or, loosely speaking, any hypothesis or opinion not based

upon actual knowledge.

Recapitulation theory- Ontogeny recapitulates phylogeny i.e. an organism in the course
of its development goes through the same successive stages (in abbreviated form) as did the

species in its evolutionary development.

The project is based on Haeckel’s theory, ontogeny recapitulates phylogeny, created in
early 19" century. It states that as a fetus develops in the exact stages that it evolved in.
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appear to me. The theory, which has

mostly been discredited now, as the

line between stages that represent a
fish, a reptile, or a mammal is blurred, i
and development is nonlinear; but the

less extreme version could still be

considered truthful. Our steps in fetal

development do reflect historical

markers in evolution, with traits that

have existed long being found in the

early development. Like the spinal cord

which exists in most animals form

early in development.

The paintings feature an
expressionistic view on fetal development of a chicken, a dolphin, and a human. Separated
into three different colors, each creature is shown in three different stages from early to late
development. The intention of the piece being separated into nine panels is that the panels
can later be scrambled, further blurring the line between what is human and what is animal;

the stages closely resembling each other.
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