ARE YOU SYMBIOTIC?

Net gain for organisms

A relationship in which
individuals from different
species interact, with BOTH
parties benefitting
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from Symbiosis; the act of “living together” with close and constant interaction.

A relationship in which
individuals from different
species interact, with only
ONE party benefitting, and
the other being harmed
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A relationship in which
individuals from different

species interact, with only

ONE party benefitting, and
the other neither harmed
nor benefitted
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Final Project Summary:

My final project was based on the ecological concept of Symbiotic
Relationships. | was very intrigued learning about some of the mutualistic and
parasitic relationships among organisms, and even about a third relationship
known as commensalism. With this information, | wanted to express what | had
learned graphically, in the hopes of giving students something to think about the
next time they interact with another organism, be it animal, plant, or human.

In achieving this goal, | decided to make an info graphic explaining each of
the three major symbiotic relationships that occur between different species and
individuals. Starting with basic information, | used Wikipedia’s website to jot down
the definition of a Symbiotic Relationship, as well as the explanations for each of
the three different types of relationships that exist (4). Going further into detail, |
then found other websites that displayed several examples of the different
symbiotic relationships to use for my info graphic. | found one example for each
relationship and displayed the organisms in a simple graphic silhouette. Using an
online article from Cosmos Magazine, | found some examples of famous
mutualistic relationships among organisms, and chose the one involving African
Oxpeckers (2). Then, finding a webpage from Marietta College, | found several
examples of parasitic relationships, such as the Cowbirds that | used for my info
graphic (3). Lastly, | found a personal (but referenced) website about symbiosis,
with examples of commensal relationships, such as the Shrimps and Sea
Cucumber (1).

Using all of these examples, | completed my info graphic with all of the
organisms represented, as well as a written explanation of how the relationship
for each example works. | also wanted to communicate the Net Gain for each
organism visually, and so | created a color guide to show which organisms get a
positive gain, which ones a negative gain, and which ones a zero net gain. Now,
when someone sees this info graphic, they will be informed of these relationships
that exist in the world, and hopefully question which category they would fit in
based on the relationships that they have formed throughout their lives.
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