Katherine Groft
Ecology Final

For my final project, | wanted to continue with my midterm topic and focus on the
cascading effects that shark finning has had on the oceanic environment and the
ecosystem services that it provides.

To many fisheries, shark finning is thought of as a way to meet the high demand
for shark meat. The process seems simply enough; capture sharks, remove their fins,
dispose of the extra unwanted carcass and carry the fins back to shore so that they can
be sold and the meat within can be eaten. While it is obvious that this process has a
detrimental effect on shark populations, many are unaware that this process effects
much more than just sharks. Sharks play an important role is their environment and, as
top-predators of the ocean, sharks aid in maintaining and regulating the underwater
food web. By shark finning, fishermen are putting other species at risk for extinction
which, in a domino effect, hurts oceanic food chains, coral reefs and their ability to
protect coastlines from harmful waves, tourism and, even, the economies of many
marine-dependent countries.

For my project, | have created a Campbell’s soup can label for shark fin soup.
The label stays true to Campbell’s layout, however, | replaced the text with facts about
shark finning and how it has a profound effect on the entire ocean, as well as, our
everyday lives. Accompanying the soup can is a bowl of what one is “consuming” or
“getting rid of” by supporting the soup fin market. This includes several others species
within the oceanic food chain, coral reef systems, ocean-dependent economies and
scuba diving and other marine tourist activities.

| intended for this project to be a form of awareness advertising, as educating
people of the full-scale harms of shark finning is one of the few ways that shark finning
can truly be stopped, along with government regulation and strict monitoring of fishing
vessels. As the demand for this soup declines, so will the need to kill sharks for their
fins. And seeing as shark numbers are dropping at a significantly fast rate, hopefully this
will happen before they become extinct. Without sharks present in the ocean waters,
certain species will become too abundant, which could lead to further complications.
One of the main concerns of shark finning is that it is hurting coral reefs. According to a
study done on a Fijan reef fish community, “a decrease in the abundance of top
predators led to an increase in the abundance of coral-eating starfish, and consequently
a 35% decline in corals and replacement by algae,” (3). This loss of coral reefs is
extremely concerning considering they play a large role in protecting beaches and
shorelines from storm surges. Not only that, but coral reefs contribute to the booming
economies of certain Caribbean Islands that rack in revenue from scuba divers, tourists
and beach-goers.
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