Colette Carney
Ecology Spring 2014
Prof. Jensen

The Mutualist(?) Relationship Between Rhino and Oxpecker

The project is titled Owen the Oxpecker; it is a short illustrated story of a strained
relationship between to organisms. The relationship in question is one of the relationships we
learned about over this semester. Owen the oxpecker and his best friend Rachel the Rhino
shared a mutualist relationship, or so they thought.

The story briefly summarizes the oxpeckers habitat and the other animals it interacts
with on a daily basis. The story also explains in illustrations more than in words, exactly what
the oxpecker’s role is in the relationships he has with other large grasslands mammals. That
being he eats the ticks and other bugs that live in/on their hair, fur, or skin. The story begins as a
friendly narrative but quickly turns dark as the oxpeckers true nature is revealed. Oxpeckers eat
the ticks and bugs off of the mammals because the pests usually contain within their body the
blood of the animal on which they resided. Oxpeckers have a blood thirst, and when and animal
has a cut, sore, or scab or their skin the oxpecker will skip right past the bugs and peck and eat
the flesh and blood of the actual animal.

This blood thirsty quality of the Oxpecker brings into question whether the relationship
between it and the grassland mammals is exactly “mutualistic,” this idea is what | hoped to
illustrate in my short story. The mutualist relationship is intriguing throughout the animal
kingdom, but the relationship between small birds and larger animals has always fascinated me.
For instance, when lie crocodiles with their mouths wide open and small birds dart in between
their teeth. When | found out that the relationship between the oxpecker and it’s mutualist
partner was less than equal it stimulated my creativity and interest.
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By Colette Carney

Owen the Oxpecker

A tale of friendship and awakening...

Owen the oxpecker was known for his quiet demeanor
and non cronfrontational personality.

Despite his shy disposition Owen had many friends
across the grasslands of all shapes and sizes.



He enjoyed having tea with his friend Wilma the
water buffalo

And shooting the breeze with Gerald the Girraffe




But Owen’s best friend was a Rhinoceros named Rachel.
They had been friends for years and hardly ever argued.

Owen likes likes to help Rachel with her
rampant tick and mite problem, and in
return Owen gets a free tasty meal

Rachel was very grateful to Owen for
eating the nasty bugs. He warns Rachel if
any hungry predators are approaching.

One could say they had a mutually benefitial
relationship. That is until one day....




Owen realized something about Rachel was different as he flew closer to her watering hole.
Rachel told Owen she had an altercation with another Rhino and was suffering from the
some minor cuts and bruises.




Owen expressed his worries and sympathy to Rachel and began his daily routine of ridding
Rachel’s hide of pests.As Owen neared one of Rachel’s wounds he smelled her fresh warm
blood... when....




Something came over him!




Instead of pecking the ticks and other pests off Rachel he pecked
Rachel’s flesh and blood!

-Their relationship strained after the incident.
But Rachel still allows him to feast on her
pests as long as she is cut free...



