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Term Project Summary- Anthropogenic Climate
Change

My Term Project is an illustration that focuses on the meat industry’s contribution to
climate change and the ways in which it is affecting people and ecosystems.The meat
industry contributes to the creation of more greenhouse gases in the U.S than the entire
transportation industry, including cars, trains, planes, and trucks. This is due to the fact
that methane gas, produced in large quantities by farm animals, is roughly 30 times
more damaging than carbon as a heat-trapping gas. (Koneswaran, pg 578). Methane
gas produced by enteric fermentation is estimated to be around 90 million tons per year
(Houghton, 43). The various activities of the meat industry also have a major
contribution to water pollution and deforestation in the U.S. and abroad (Ranganathan).
| am aware of the fact that this particular solution to reducing our environmental impact
can be fairly controversial. Addressing issues of climate change can be a sensitive
subject because many solutions include implementing ‘lifestyle’ changes. These would
be changes in daily life such as driving a more fuel efficient car, driving less, flying less,
and of course, eating less meat. Changes in diet are probably the most touchy issues,
as diet is tied very closely to cultural history and values. What we eat is generally
viewed as a very personal issue, when it should begin to be seen as a more public
matter, considering how it effects our shared environment.

| have illustrated a map to communicate the impact of the meat industry on our
environment. It is a large scale drawing, depicting factory farms, feed crops, leveled
forest, hazardous waste leaking into nearby bodies of water, and so on. All of these
things are directly or indirectly caused by the production and consumption of animal
products. The purpose of this map is to show how seemingly inconsequential human
actions result in the production of greenhouse gases and freshwater pollution. These
actions would include things such as buying meat in a supermarket or going through a
fast food drive through, which therefore creates a demand for the product that is being
produced with damaging methods. All of these small elements are interconnected with
little arrows and images like rivers and streets to connect certain ideas. The ways in
which they are connected varies depending on what meaning | am trying to convey. For
example, a little stream from the factory farm building to the ocean will be carrying toxic
waste. A little truck driving from a lake to the feed crops will be carrying fresh water,
slowly emptying the lake. Size is also a component that shows the relationship between
different aspects of the map. The size of the methane gas is larger than the carbon
dioxide gas because of the fact that methane has a much stronger impact on global
warming compared to carbon dioxide. The collective size of the different modes of
transportation is also small in comparison to methane gas.



| have tried to depict this in a less scientific, diagrammatic way, and in a more stylized,
aesthetically pleasing way. Information is always better received when accompanied by
or represented by interesting, eye-catching visuals. This is an important aspect of my
project because | have met many people, including family, classmates, and friends, who
are uninterested in environmental issues and would need something more to catch their
interest. My interpretation of what is “aesthetically pleasing” might be biased, but | think
bright, saturated colors are generally interesting and eye-catching. | have expressed
most ideas visually, however, | think the use of numbers and statistics is important. |
have incorporated the text in an illustrated way, in which the words themselves are hand
drawn in the same style as the drawings. This is intended to bring the words and
images into the same world and help them work seamlessly together. Many of the
statistics | have found are staggering and almost unbelievable, and | believe they really
give power to my argument. My approach is more rational, as opposed to emotional,
because | see very few arguments against meat eating that take this approach. Not
unlike advertising, | want the message to be a fast read, easily understood, and
informative.

The intended audience could potentially be anyone, but it is most focused towards
people who eat meat. It will hopefully be more well received than an outright plea to eat
less meat. | don’t want to necessarily choose a certain age group for my intended
audience because | think there are people all over the world and of different ages who
are misinformed. The intention of my work is to reach and inform anyone that may have
no concern for the environment or may be concerned but misinformed. Many people
who care deeply about their ecological footprint are simply unaware that what they eat
has such an impact. Good willed people all over the world are riding their bikes to work,
buying eco-friendly paper towels and watering their plants with bathwater in an attempt
to reduce their own personal eco-footprint. Trying to take shorter showers or brushing
teeth without the sink water running are minuscule attempts at reducing our water
usage when we realize that the real problem is the production of meat and dairy
products. Because the connection between eating meat and the environment is farther
removed and less visible than the impact of leaving a sink running, | want to show these
connections being made in my illustration.

The consumption of animal products in itself is not necessarily the issue that | want to
argue against, but rather the over-consumption of animal products. The average
consumption of meat and dairy in the world today is extremely excessive. A worldwide
study conducted in 2009 shows that the average person consumes about 68 grams of
protein each day, which is one third higher than the average adult requirement.
(Ranganathan). One reason for this may likely be that many people are unaware of the
fact that non-animal based protein sources exist. A very common question that | get
asked after someone learns that | do not eat meat is, “How do you get any protein if you
don’t eat meat?” Because many people are unknowingly eating many different types of
plant based protein, they consume large amounts of animal protein to reach what they
believe to be their required daily intake. However, completely eliminating meat and dairy
from our diets is not exactly necessary to make change. If every American reduced their



intake of all animal products by half, between 310 and 640 million hectares of
agricultural land being used for animal agriculture would be spared. | think that the
spread of information such as this is critical to helping the Earth survive our
industrialized inhabitance.
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