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A scientist among creatives
I have taught courses in: 
★ Ecology 
★ Ecology for Architects 
★ Evolution 
★ The Evolution of Cooperation 
★ The Evolution of Sex 
★ The Evolution of Play 
★ Behavioral Ecology 
★ Human Evolution
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The context:
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A required course for the Minor in Sustainability Studies
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The challenge:
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Ecological phenomena span great 
scales of time and space
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The activities:
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Group Activity: How biodiversity impacts ecosystem services
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Students make 
ecosystem 
service 
connections 
based on 
scientific 
studies
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Group Activity: How biodiversity impacts ecosystem services
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Students search for correlations between measures of 
biodiversity and measures of ecosystem services
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measure of ecosystem service provision:measure of biodiversity:

Percent Natural Land Cover Natural Biological Nitrogen Fixation
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Group Activity: Pollution and the built environment
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Students search for correlations between measures of 
the built environment and measures of pollution
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measure of the built 
environment: 
Percent Cropland

measure of pollution: 
Total Annual 
Oxidized Nitrogen 
Deposition

http://www.christopherxjjensen.com


CHRISTOPHER X J. JENSEN

Associate Professor, Pratt Institute

www.christopherxjjensen.com NCSE 2018

Group Activity: Pollution and the built environment
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Students search for evidence of environmental injustice
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People with low income tend to live in places where there are fewer trees to remove carbon monoxide pollution

http://www.christopherxjjensen.com


CHRISTOPHER X J. JENSEN

Associate Professor, Pratt Institute

www.christopherxjjensen.com NCSE 2018

★ Accessible on any computer with 
a web browser 

★ Not complicated to use 
★ Allows for user-driven exploration 
★ Connects to a powerful and 

meaningful database

Features of EnviroAtlas 
that empower students
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EnviroAtlas as a gateway 
to more rigorous GIS work
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2a. How useful are readily-available maps of 
biodiversity, ecosystem services, and 
human infrastructure to further your 
sustainability efforts?  

2b. Give an example of how your organization 
could use maps of biodiversity, ecosystem 
services, and human infrastructure to 
further your sustainability efforts.
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Poll Anywhere Question:
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