
The Challenge of Teaching for Transfer

- semester to semester

- year to year 

- discipline to discipline



Transfer In:
What skills, knowledge and 
understandings does each student 
bring to the class?



Beginnings:
How do we assess and build on the skills, knowledge and 
understanding students bring to college?

                   Foundation 1st week 



transfer within a course

FOUNDATION Visualization / Representation



Transfer within first semester              Foundation   Light Color Design

Attributes of Color

Transparency

Color & Light.
observation, 
analysis,
interpretation

 Interaction of Color.     
 sequence & pattern    
                     

     Figure/ground

        Composition.     
        analysis & 
        interpretation  



   
Transfer of skills, knowledge & processes 
   



Transfer of Learning FLC

Foundation  1st year  1st semester                    Interior Design  2nd year 1st semester

 

Transfer of skills & knowledge between courses and years 





Transfer between courses & years

Research, process,               
pattern, structure

   
3rd year Interior Design         Foundation  



Foundation                  IEP                        Math & Science      3rd year                 Philosophy    4th year
                                                                  Communication Design Majors

Transferred elements of learning:  studio & general education
Foundation              IEP    1st year                      Math & Science    3rd year               Philosophy    4th year

 English
__________________
 research
 comparative analysis
 composition / 
        structure  

Making/Faking Nature
_______________________
research
Comparative analysis
Composition / 
        structure

Ecology
____________________________
research
comparative Analysis
 omposition / 
        structure
mapping
color

Light Color &    
___Design___

composition /
        structure
mapping
color



learned skills, knowledge and 
processes applied in new and 
different contexts and  media.  

Foundation LCD & 4D 
compostion & grid structures 

 Transfer:



Mapping 
elements of 
transfer 
between 
disciplines*

*based on 
FLC research

     First-Year studio         Junior 
Studio

 First-Year General Education   Junior & Senior General Education



Transfer of learned 
processes

  
Ideation  -  Iteration  -  Presentation  (IIP)



Identifying 
   Ideation
      Iteration
         Presentation    
 in General Education    
 & Studio courses. 

 

  



Are students made aware of              
transfer of knowledge and processes                 
between courses and between years? 

                                     
                                         

                            
                          LCD 
                                Foundation                       
,                                          
                                          
                                                                                                             

New Media II  3rd year 2nd semester



Are faculty aware of transfer of learned 
skills, knowledge and processes between 
courses and between years?         

                                      

2nd year Industrial Design
4th year Interior Design



How can faculty observe transfer of skills, knowledge and 
processes to other courses, disciplines and levels, as well as 
within their own courses?

Mapping Process
I was pretty limited with creating the sequence 
since I did not have images that created variation.  
I took more pictures when I went camping and I 
took movement pictures to help create a flow in 
certain areas of my video. Since we had an option 
of taking images from the Internet and combining 
it with the ones we took with the camera, it 
helped in making the process more cohesive...

  2nd Year Ind Design

Foundation LCD  
                 & 4D writing

       

          4th Year Interior Design

   Mapping



Finding parallels and 
convergence in faculty 
transfer session 
presentations

   FLC Transfer Sessions



       Foundation : 1st year 1st semester                       Industrial Design : 3rd year

          Contour   :   Volume   :   Negative & positive space

        

transfer between courses & year
                     Examples from Transfer Sessions



Transfer can only be understood by creating scenarios 
where faculty speak and share


